Pay It Forward: Discussion Questions 

Please complete these as you are watching the movie. You can also complete them for homework between the two days but they should be complete by the time we finish watching the movie.


1. Did you find junior high school to be "a hellish shaky bridge you must get across" in order to go to high school? Explain.
There is no one correct answer to this question. If you cannot come up with an answer directly relating to your own experiences, think of someone you witnessed who had a challenging experience.

2. Do you think about what is going on in the outside world when you are not in your social studies class? Explain.
3. What does the world expect of you? Explain.
4. Do you like what the world is? What if the world is a big disappointment? Explain.
5. Think of an idea to change our world. Your suggestion should be both practical and ethical. It does not have to change the whole world in a major way, just a part of it. 
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6. The movie does not show one important part of Arlene's battle to stay sober. What is it? How does it fit into “pay it forwardism”?
7. Could the family of Trevor and Arlene have healed itself while Arlene was drinking? Explain.
8. What did you think of Mr. Simonet as a teacher? 

9.  How would you describe Trevor as a person?  Explain fully.

10. There are several flaws in "pay-it-forwardism" Name two of them.
11.  Did all of the events portrayed in the film ring true? Describe the scenes that you found especially accurate. Which sequences didn't seem to match reality? Explain.
There is no one correct answer to this question. I am looking for detail, however.  (
