Analyzing a Short Story – some questions to ask
ENG4U

Plot 

Chronological, flashback, suspense, irony, coincidence, exposition, complication, climax or crisis, resolution, epiphany, rising action, falling action, etc.
Questions to ask:
1) Why did the author arrange the story elements the way he did? What effect did he wish the story to produce?
2) How does the plot control our emotional response and prepare us for reversals or surprises?
3) Is the plot probable?
Point of View
third person, first person, omniscient, limited omniscient
Questions to ask:
1) How does the point of view affect your response to the story, to the characters and the theme?
2) Is the narrator reliable? How do you assess her reliability?
3) Are the plot and the point-of-view of the story linked? If so, how?
Character
Major, minor, protagonist, antagonist, static, dynamic, flat, round

Described through physical traits, dialogue, actions, attire, opinions, point of view

Questions to ask:

1) What are the character’s main personality traits? Why did the author give him these traits?
2) What is the character’s role in the story? Is she the hero? The bad guy? A secondary character? Why did the author give her this role?
3) What are the character’s morals or ethics? Why does the author give him those?
4) Why does the character do what she does? Why did the author make her act this way?
5) What is the character’s relationship to other characters and why? Why did the author create these relationships?
Setting

Questions to ask:
1) Does the time period, location, time of day, season, weather or any other setting play a role in understanding the author’s intent?

2) How does the setting shape or define the story?

Theme

Questions to ask:
1) Does the title have anything to do with the theme?
2) Are there repeating patterns and symbols in the story? Sometimes these lead you to the theme.
3) What allusions (references) are made throughout the story?
Literary Devices
allusion, figurative language (metaphor, simile), foil, foreshadowing, imagery, irony, symbolism, etc.
Questions to ask:
1) How do these devices convey or contribute to the author’s meaning?

Is language used to help you understand the characters or to help establish the significance of theme and tone?
2) Does a character or element of the story represent something else?
